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The Gift of Thanksgiving...

Are you counting on the
perfect Thanksgiving this
year? Unless you and your
loved ones live in some

magic bubble, 'tain’'t going

to happen. For some, the
family circle won’'t be
complete this year Or

perhaps illness or financial
problems make it hard to
feel thankful. But then, the
story we usually read for
Thanksgiving is a model of
gratitude in difficult circum-
stances. Look up Luke
17:11-19 and read again the
story of the ten lepers.

I really noticed this story
when given an assignment
to write a make-believe
Thanksgiving sermon in the
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l aftermath of a tragedy that
the
homes,

J damaged church,

and

destroyed

landed church members in
the hospital.
wishing that we could see

For all our

Jesus face to face, the first
thing I noticed was that the
look
Jesus’ face, either. Keeping

lepers couldn’t in
their lepers’ distance, they
called “from afar,” asking for
They

physically as distant from

mercy. were

him as we sometimes feel

emotionally in times of
Crisis.

And this time Jesus didn’t
draw near and place his
“Go and
show yourselves to the

priests,” he told them. This

hands on them.

was the usual rite when a

rch Mercer Island
. Our hands.

a. God’s work,. .

oped

h
pronounced free

leper
of the
disease. It wasn’t so much a
healing ritual as an exami-
nation and approval to
return to the community
It's hard to

imagine that these lepers

from isolation.

hadn’t gone hopefully to the
priest before, maybe many
times. Depressed and
discouraged as they must
have been—and now disap-
pointed that Jesus didn't
them—the

lepers refused to let their

quickly  heal

crush out
They did as
Jesus bade them, regardless

circumstances

their hope.

of how they may have felt.

(continued)




Page 2 Pastor Sue Wanwig (continued)

As they went, they were cleansed. As they went. So at first there seemed not to be any-
thing to be thankful for at all. The lepers only realized they were healed as they stepped
out on faith. And seemingly no healing would have happened had they not trusted and
obeyed as best they could. Maybe in whatever you're dealing with this holiday season,
there are tentative, shaky steps you can take. Maybe that amounts to simply refusing to
be defeated bya The story has a happy ending, with the ten lepers being healed.
Physical healing is sometimes the way that God blesses us. At other times God’s gifts of
serenity, love, neighbor, and inner strength support us through troubles. Paul teaches
that in Christ, somehow the answer is always yes.

The sad part of this story is that nine of the lepers never did look Jesus in the face. The
only close communion with Jesus comes when the tenth leper offers his thanks. I don’t
want to be among those nine who missed out.

Pastor Sue

Stewardship Committee

I Love to Tell The Story—Stewardship Report

The Stewardship Committee would like to thank Laurie Sperber, Brad Newcomer,
Chrade Younkin, and Holly Fotheringill for sharing their stories of graceful, grateful and
cheerful giving throughout the recent Stewardship Campaign. The 2011 Stewardship
Campaign concluded on October 23rd with Commitment Sunday. If you haven't done so
already, please bring your commitment form to worship on Sunday or return it by mail.
Our work at Holy Trinity, throughout the community and beyond, is made possible in part
to the annual gifts made to the church. The outreach and ministries of our church are all
possible through our church members and all who work to help us with our projects. If
you have any questions please contact Leslie Byrnes at lesliekbyrnes@gmail.com.
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Holy Trinity Lutheran Church...Odds and Ends ™

Calling Al Volunteers

Welcome to the World|

If you can collate—we need YOU!

Janet Broudy has been putting the
Sunday bulletins together and now that
we are back to two services we could use
another pair of hands.

Paul Smith, Janet Broudy, Marjorie
Steffin, Mary Casady, Barbara Donaldson
and Nancy Tagge have been the core
group putting the monthly newsletter
together and we could sure use some
new faces/fingers to lend some respite
for them.

Please contact me at the office if you
can lend a hand (or two). Your help is
greatly appreciated!!

Bets Adair

Please join us in welcoming new baby,

Ainsley Campbell.
And congratulations to proud parents
Pete and Megan Campbell and

big brother, Jackson!

office for details.

Thank you!

A simple and convenient way to give

This fall, consider signing up for electronic giving. Holy Trinity relies
on the financial support of the congregation and electronic giving offers
an easy way to give on a consistent basis. Please contact the church
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Emergency Feeding Program

Many, many thanks to all of you who chose to write a check to EFP at Operatoberfest or
turn in a check on Sundays. Also much appreciated (thank you, Sunday School students) and a
great deal of help are the 15 oz. beef stew, 18 oz. peanut butter, and 5 oz. tuna cans that are
growing in the protein tower in front of the pulpit. We will be able to continue to be God's
hands each month with our 48 food bags.

Shalom,

Doris James, Coordinator

Thanks for your service!

A big thank you to the following confirmation students who served at the Confirmation
Dinner on October 9: Kari Anderson, Sophia Jorgenson, Alison Rorem, Nick Rodgers,
Harrison Simon and Ellie Williams. A special thanks to Janet Piehl, our fearless server
lead, and Katie Rorem, Nicole Anderson and Lindsay Anderson, our dish-washing experts
and clean up crew. Thank you for helping to make a wonderful evening to honor the 2011
Confirmands!

Kelly Rorem & Lowell Williams

Pacific Lutheran University—Yule Boutique

The PLU Women’s Club is sponsoring their 40th Yule Boutique on Saturday, November
19th from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM. There will be approximately 90 booths of handmade
items. The event will be held in Olson Field House, Memorial Gym and Tahoma Café and
Bakery on the university’s lower campus. Admission is $3.00 donation.

All proceeds received from Yule Boutique are awarded as scholarships to PLU students.
Thank you for your assistance with this worthwhile project.

Anita Christian, Chair
PLU Yule Boutique
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A Stitch in Time - Knit and Crochet Group
Do you enjoy knitting or crocheting? Would you like to learn? Are you able to teach
others? Would you like to spend time in fellowship and prayer? We gather on the last
Tuesday of each month at 10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. for a time of fellowship, Knitting,
crochet, and a bit of prayer. You might work on squares for the blankets Holy Trinity
gifts to high school seniors; perhaps make hats or scarves for the homeless; how about
prayer shawls - the creation of special scarves or shawls for special times in people’s
lives. They can be offered as comfort or in celebration or in recognition. We have some
yarn available, but could use more for prayer shawls and other projects.

Supplies for the senior blankets and some yarn for prayer shawls can be found in a
closet downstairs near the back staircase. Patterns are also available. You are welcome to
pick up yarn for squares or select yarn for a prayer shawl or other project.

If you have questions or any yarn, needles or hooks you would like to donate please
contact Kathy Fisher or Pastor Deanna.

November 29th 10:00 AM and 6:30 PM

T v\
OHOWUNOIOUONS

A few Sundays ago I disclosed that the miracle of the mammogram test gave me an
early alert that [ had (emphasis on had) a small, stage one breast cancer. I've already had
a “lumpectomy” surgery and will follow up with some radiation. Then I'll have every rea-
son to expect that will be the end of it. The side effect of radiation is a bit of fatigue, but
I'll probably be able to carry on pretty well. If it turns out that I want help with food or
rides, the church office will coordinate that. Thanks for your prayers and encourage-
ment. And sisters, go get tested. Brothers, get the guy stuff done, too.

®Pastor Sue
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Fellowship!

Bible Study Opportunities TS
\ s
N
\//
Text Talk

This group meets on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 p.m. in the Fireside Room. Using a
variety of study methods we share conversation and reflection around the Bible readings
for the next Sunday. No advance preparation is required and you may attend as you are
able. If you have questions, contact Pastor Deanna.

Men’s Bible Study—Usually meets first and third Saturdays at 8:00 AM. All are welcome.
Next dates are November 5t and 19t, (Fellowship Hall, for Breakfast and Bible Study).
See you then!

Women'’s Bible Study—Women'’s Bible Study meets in the Fireside Room. We meet the

1st and 3rd Saturdays of each month unless otherwise announced. Our next meetings are

November 5t and 19t. For our study, we use the Women of Faith Study Bible, which has
“weekly studies” included in it. Each of these studies is independent of the others so new
attendees are able to begin at any time. For those who do not have the Women of Faith

Study Bible, Kathy Fisher posts copies of the upcoming lesson on her office door so your
Bible of choice may be used.

This past year we have enjoyed stimulating group discussions and welcome new members to
our group. See you this month!

“"Praise the Lord, O my soul;
All my inmost being,

praise his holy name.”

Psalm 103:1 N1V
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Holy Trinity Book Circle Schedule

The women of the Holy Trinity Book Circle meet the third
Wednesday of the month at 9:30 AM, either in the Fireside Room or

in a member’s home.

Month Hostess

11/16/11 Stacy Deuel

Fireside Room

12/14/11

1/18/12

HOLY TRINITY BOOK CIRCLE—2011/2012

Devotions Book Author Reviewer
Holly Giants in the Earth O.E.Rolvaag Mina Larsen &
Fotheringill Gerd Jones

Special Outing—Choose books for Spring

People of the Book Geraldine Brooks Naomi

Nothstein

Let books be your dining table,
And you shall be full of delights
Let them be your mattress
And you shall sleep restful nights.

~Author Unknown
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Education

Sunday School Off to a Great Start!

2011-2012 SUNDAY SCHOOL SEASON

Rally Sunday, September 11, brought more than 30 children to Sunday School! Children
will continue to start worship at 10:00 am with their parents in the Sanctuary. After the
Children's Message, they will be escorted out with their teachers to either their
classroom or, once a month, to a group lesson in the Fellowship Hall.

WHAT GOES ON AT A GROUP LESSON SUNDAY?

We sing campy songs, celebrate birthdays, read the Bible story of the day, and we might
do a craft or break into our class groups to work on age-level worksheets and activities.
We close the group lesson by saying the Lord's Prayer together.

Our birthday celebration involves an “age countdown.” Children bring in a coin for each
year and they drop the coins in our birthday chapel piggy bank. This offering is combined
with our regular Sunday School offering to fund our chosen philanthropic cause.

Our next group lesson is November 6t. If your child has a birthday in November; please
have them bring the number of coins to match their age. See you in Sunday School!

Do You Like to Read?

Holy Trinity has had a daytime book group for many years. And now an opportunity for
an evening book group is being explored. No books have been selected yet. The plan is to
read a variety of books from a variety of authors on a variety of topics and then enjoy
shared conversation.

WATCH FOR MORE INFORMATION!
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Education

New This Fall—TJoin Us For Adult Education

JOIN US FOR ADULT EDUCATION/ADULT FORM

All adult education classes will be held in the Fellowship Hall between services from
9:00-9:45 am. Grab a cup of coffee and snack from the atrium and join us downstairs.

Child Care will be offered-the Nursery will be available for children under age 5. An arts
and crafts room will be staffed by middle and/or high school age students for elementary
age children.

Please mark your calendars and plan to attend the following:

Sunday, November 6 (All Saints’ Sunday): Certified Grief Recovery Specialist, Sherry
Anderson, will speak on dealing with the inevitable losses of life—job changes, health,
moves, deaths, and other life transitions—we all face them. How do we handle them? Is
recovery really possible? Presenting an introduction to the material in the Grief Recovery
Handbook, Sherry will review myths about grief, and provide perspective on healthy re-
covery.

Sunday, November 13: Jim Wiederaenders from “Sophia Way” will speak on their
mission and how we at HTLC can help out. “Sophia Way” is an organization in Bellevue
that assists homeless women through shelter and support services.

Sunday, November 20: Stewardship discussions continue today and every third
Sunday of the month, through June, 2011. Thank you Stewardship Committee!

Sunday, November 27 (First Sunday of Advent): Bible Study with a focus on Advent.

**Would you or someone you know like to be a guest speaker during our new adult
education hour?
Suggested topics would also be welcome—please contact Bridget Swanson
(206)275-3070 or bridgetkswanson@comcast.net with your ideas!
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Social Concerns

Emergency Feeding Program Doris James

Statistics show that 1 out of every 6 Americans now live in poverty, or 46 million
Americans. Households with annual earnings of less than $22,314 for a family of four are
considered to be in poverty. The poverty rate for children younger than 18 increased from
20.7 percent the previous year to 22 percent. Emergency Feeding Program has recently
been notified that some federal funding they had been receiving has been discontinued,
making it even more difficult for them to feed the homeless and hungry.

Chuck Pietka notified me that our EFP funds have reached a very low level once again,
and I have to notify all you faithful supporters that we really need your financial help now.
Based on the information in the first paragraph, this would be a very bad time for Holy Trin-
ity to cut down on the bags we donate. So, PLEASE, PLEASE consider making out a check to
Emergency Feeding SOON.

“To be your presence is our mission here, to show compassion’s face and “list'ning” ear,
to be your heart of mercy ever near, Alleluia! Alleluia!

We are your heart, O Christ, your hands and voice, to serve your people is our call and

choice, and in this mission we, the church, rejoice. Alleluia! Alleluia! Blessings!”

ELCA Good Gifts catalog 2011-2012!

Get Your Christmas Shopping Done While Doing Good!!

The new, 24-page ELCA Good Gifts catalog offers many different ways to honor friends
and loved ones with gifts that will go on to make a difference in the world. With more
than 50 different giving options--from ten little chicks to help a family escape poverty to a
scholarship to help a young leader attend seminary--there's something for everyone on
your list. . Sunday school classes, youth groups and adults can use the catalog for special
fund-raising events. Shop the catalog online at www.elca.org/goodgifts.

Other gifts to make a difference may be found in the Lutheran World Relief Handcraft
Project catalog. There is a copy on the counter outside the office or shop on-line at

www.lwr.org/handcraft. f@gg_\
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Healing and Wholeness Ministry

Global Mission Advocate Workshop

! EXCITING NEW MINISTRY FOR
SENIORS AT HTLC !

Holy Trinity would like to provide help
and support for our seniors. We recog-
nize that sometimes it is hard to get out
and accomplish what you would like to.
This is our way of bringing our ministry
to you.

This can be in many forms including
but not limited to transportation to
church, meals and appointments, helping
with errands, shopping, grief support and
home visits.

We will be offering Senior Education
Opportunities at Church on many topics
of interest that we have thought of and
would love to hear about what interests
you! Some include Learning about Grief,
Medical Notebooks and the Role of Hos-
pice and End of Life Care.

If you are interested in participating
either on the giving or receiving end,
please call Pastor Deanna or the Healing
& Wholeness Ministry coordinator, Bev
(Riecks) Losleben. We are excited to hear
from you!

206.232.3270
425.444.1881

Pastor Deanna:
Bev Losleben:

SAVE THE DATE!

Saturday, November 12, 2011
8:15 AM - 3:10 PM

Bethel Lutheran of Shoreline
17418 - 8th Ave NE
Shoreline, WA 98155

Workshop Theme
“Communications in our Global World”

Celebrate Holden Village is 50!!

On Saturday, November 12th, at Trinity
Lutheran College in Everett, all are welcome
to Holden’s
celebration.

50th  Anniversary Fall
From 1:00 PM—5:00 PM,
gather for fun and fellowship.

Dinner is offered by reservation only at
5:00 PM (cost is $30 per person.) An
evening worship will be at 7:30 PM.

Come to one, two or all three events. For
more information, or to make a reservation
for dinner, visit www.holdenvillage.org.

Habitat for Humanity

Did you know the Habitat Restore is
open on Bel-Red Road? Great resource for
home improvement products—all proceeds
benefit Habitat East King County!
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Social Concerns

Habitat for Humanity East King County

Season of Giving: Alternative Gift Fairs
Habitat would love to be a part of your alternative gift fair. We are currently lined up to
participate in the following events:

* Nov. 12, 13: KIN -Kirkland Interfaith Network Holiday Fair, Holy Family Catholic
Church, 7045 120th Ave Kirkland

*Nov. 20: Newport Presbyterian Church, 4010 120th Ave SE, Bellevue
Thank you all for your continued support, we couldn't do it without you!

Habitat for Humanity East King County
16315 NE 87th St. Ste. B-5

P.O. Box 817

Redmond, WA 98073-0817
425-869-6007

www.habitatekc.org

A Word from our Sponsor!

Psalm 19: 1-5

“You're blessed when you stay on course, walking steadily on the road revealed by God.
You're blessed when you follow his directions, doing your best to find him. That’s right,
you don’t go off on your own; you walk straight along the road he set. You, God, pre-
scribed the right way to live; now you expect us to live it. Oh, that my steps might be
steady, keeping to the course you set; then I'd never have any regrets in comparing my life
with your counsel. I thank you for speaking straight from your heart; I learn the pattern
of your righteous ways. I'm going to do what you tell me to do; don’t ever walk off and
leave me.”

The Message



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=s7tnu7aab&et=1108178986099&s=10670&e=001McjbIHY7qZfIPuCEJUwnwlMKTt5F-Z3qsyku4UGtaE8bQL1kJLfEU_Jhz1w0b7SCHRKYJsNUlDnettzFbaJ00n8TIoP4viqv57KnBjW-TZUF2CrO2kVDfg==
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Social Concerns

Citizens with the Saints Concert

On Sunday, November 13th, enjoy performances by Agape, Rachel Kurtz, and others at a
concert which will support ELCA World Hunger. The concert will be at 7:00 PM at Our
Savior’s Lutheran Church in Everett (215 West Mukilteo Blvd.) and is sponsored by Our
Savior’s and Trinity Lutheran College. The event will also include videos about ELCA
National Youth Gathering. For more information, visit www.tlc.edu/cyfcenter or call
425.252.0413.

Nordic Yulefest

Saturday, November 19 2011 at 9 am we will car-pool from the upper parking lot to

head to this popular Nordic Christmas celebration offering hundreds of hand-crafted
gifts, a jubilee of Scandinavian musical performances, and traditional Nordic cuisine that
will inspire holiday cheer. Santa will be visiting the Museum for Yulefest. | hear Mina
Larson may welcome us at the door!

Traditional Scandinavian entertainment will feature fiddlers, singers, folk dancers and
more. Shop hand-crafted gifts from our many Nordic-inspired vendors and enjoy
Scandinavian food and drink available at several locations in the Museum. The Nordic
Café offers open-faced Scandinavian sandwiches, krumkake, and lefse, among many other
exciting traditional foods. Don’t miss Goodies to Go, where you can purchase
Scandinavian treats by the dozen! In the Bodega, enjoy special Scandinavian beverages
such as glogg—hot spiced wine, a traditional beverage of the holiday season—and a
selection of Nordic beers. The Kaffestuga offers coffee, cookies, and pastries for sale.
Children’s crafts and activities as well as Santa photos will also be found at Yulefest.

Suggested donation: $3 adults, $1 for children under 12. Kids under 5 are admitted free.
Limited parking is available, suggested donation: $2.
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HILC Council Meeting Highlights October 11, 2011

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
Council Meeting Highlights
October 11, 2011

President Tim Parker opened the meeting
at 7:00 PM;

devotions and

a quorum was present,
approval of minutes

followed.

Pastors’ Reports:
Pastor Sue Wanwig continues to visits

members and added a few more to her list.

Pastor Deanna Wildermuth is working with
the confirmands this month before their
confirmation on Reformation Sunday. She is
attending a conference in Washington DC
October 15™-20" on

representing the board of the Hearthstone.

“Leading Age,”

Commitment Sunday is coming up.

Financial Report: Tom Elzey, representing
Finance, reported we expect to be $10,000
ahead of budget revenues and $30,000
under budget expenses for calendar year
2011, or $40,000 ahead in net income for
the year. This means we will roll forward
$40,000 of the new pastor fund to 2012,
using just $15,000 of the funds in 2011.

Pastor

Planning Task Force Report:

Wildermuth presented the Planning Task
Force Report to the Council. The report
includes a number of recommendations for
HTLC. It will be up to the Council to move the
recommendations forward for discussion and
implementation. The findings will be shared
with the congregation, likely through
upcoming Adult Forums or similar events,
although the detailed report will not be
distributed to the congregation at this time. A
motion was made to accept the report as
presented. The motion was seconded and

passed without dissent.

Committee Updates:
Lynn Tuttle, Congregational Life, reminded all
of Operatoberfest on October 15" and

requested donations for the reception.

Laurie Sperber, Youth, stated the Youth/Social

Concerns auction raised approximately
$16,000.
Adjournment: After closing prayer, the

meeting was adjourned at approximately
8:16 PM.
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Happy Birthday!!

November 1
November 1
November 1
November 2
November 4
November 5
November 5
November 6
November 6
November 6
November 7
November 7
November 7
November 7
November 8
November 8
November 8
November 9
November 12
November 13
November 14
November 16

Claudia Breland
Dave Sturtevant
Andrew Elling
Brody Newcomer
Nicholas Rodgers
Elizabeth Miller
Katherine Hummel
Marcia Harris
Angela Bronson
Anne Langston
Karen Comstock
Joan Hibbs

Tyler Fotheringill
Brenna Yost
Daniel Knapp
Hannah Martret
Grace Martret
John Keith

Laurie Sperber
Norman Craig
Jim Fletcher
Arielle Knapp

November 17
November 17
November 17
November 18
November 18
November 19
November 21
November 21
November 21
November 22
November 23
November 23
November 24
November 24
November 25
November 26
November 26
November 26
November 27
November 29
November 30

Lindsay Anderson
Blake Swanson
Aidan Hart
Marilyn Howard
Manuel Arias
Leslie Byrnes
Sheila Richardson
Don Stoulil

Max Schroed|
Carla Thieme
Raymond Larsen
Jeff Fotheringill
Beverly Ann Losleben
Corrine Larson
Dale Klappenbach
Carole Tye
Barbara Donaldson
Julie Duffié

Lynn Tuttle

Peter Campbell
Emmalee Versdahl
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Worship Volunteers

DATE HosPITALITY Providers of ALTAR GUILD TELLERS
(Greeters, ushers, worship Flowers
assistants & coffee servers,
Acolytes & Crucifers)
Nov 6 Cluster 1 / Casady Kathy Fisher Carole Tye & | John Tagge &
Linda Gruss Norm Craig
Joe Williams—Acolyte
Ellie Williams—Crucifer
Nov 13 Gloria Seiler Carole Tye & John Tagge &
Linda Gruss Norm Craig
Drew Christofferson—Acolyte
Sophia Jorgenson—Crucifer
Nov 20 Gloria Mattila Carole Tye & Suzanne Pollock
Lori Langston | &
Bridget Swanson
Harrison Simon—Acolyte
Kelsey Scanlan—Crucifer
Nov 27 Mike & Carole Tye | Carole Tye & Suzanne Pollock

Nicholas Rodgers—Acolyte

Lori Langston

&

Bridget Swanson
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Homebound members: Ellen Lindblad,
Vi Boardman, Margot Jones, Norma Rowe,
Erma Westad.

Living with cancer: Barbara Egan, Joe
Grojean, Barbara Hermanson, Jack
Kenefick, Robin Kopeikin, Marbo Olsen, Jill
Peterson, Cheryl Posner, Cristina Scalzo,
Mark Schirmacher, Dale Sewall and Angela
Wagner.

Recovering from surgery or trauma: /im
Skoog, McKay Casady, Mark Larson, Ray
Saarela, Okachan, Pastor Sue Wanwig, and
Melissa Coochise.

Other concerns: Wolfgang Klemperer,
Lothar Schneider, Norma Bennett, Gregory
R, Anne Borst, Vera & Jerry Ginn, James
Herbold, Timothy Jones, Caroline; Nora
Kildahl, Craig Reed, A.]. Williams, Hamomi
Children’s Centre, and the people of El
Milagro.

Serving in the military: Tyler Fotheringill,
George Kane III, Nick Jakubik, Jason Reed,
Kyle Roeter, Ryan Roeter.

Thank you all for your faithful prayers.

B

i

!

"And we know that in all things God works
for the good of those who love him, who
have been called according to his
purpose.”

Romans 8:28




Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
Mercer Island

Rev. Deanna Wildermuth
Senior Pastor
pastordeanna@htlcmi.org

Rev. Sue Wanwig
Associate Pastor
swanwig@comcast.net

Kathy Fisher, CYM
Youth & Family Ministry Director

kfisher@htlcmi.org or 8501 SE 40th St

kfisherhtlcmi@gmail.com Mercer Island WA
98040

David Locke

Organist/Accompanist 206.232.3270 main

dlocke@htlcmi.org 206.232.9411 fax

Chrade Younkin

Director Choral Praise Music
chradey@hotmail.com

Bets Adair
Office Manager
betsa@htlcmi.org

OFFICE HOURS: Monday-Thursday  9:00 AM to 2:00 PM
Friday 9:00 AM—12 Noon




SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE

8:00 - Traditional Worship in the chapel
9:00 - Adult Education
10:00 - Tradition and New Song Worship
10:00 - Sunday School, begins in Worship
Child care available all morning
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